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Understanding the relationship between curriculum, pedagogy and progression in 
learning in early childhood 
Abstract 
This paper provides mutually reinforcing definitions for the terms 'Curriculum' and 'Pedagogy' are applied 
in an attempt to provide further clarification of the learning processes involved in 'Co-construction' and 
'Sustained Shared Thinking'. The implications for pedagogic progression and for understanding early 
childhood practices are also identified. The theoretical model is then applied in support of the English 
Early Years Foundation Stage against charges of inappropriate 'schoolification '. The paper also provides 
in outline a new typology of early childhood educational practices. 
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